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DINING By The Grub Scout

SinceTheGrubSpousehasarealday
job, Ihadtoflysoloearlier thisweekasI
landedfor lunchatTheFrenchMarket, a
newcasualeateryonGayStreet, across
fromKrutchPark.

Therestaurant isadjacent to the lobby
of theFarragutBuilding,but twoof its
walls (includingtheshared lobbywall)
arenearlyallglass, fromfloortohigh
ceiling,givingthespaceabrightandairy
feel.

Roughlyhalf theroomisdevotedto
shelvesofgift items likepottedplants,
wallart, freshflowers, soaps,candles
andotherassortedknickknacks.Other
displayssetupnear themaincounter
featurespecialty foods likecheeses, teas,
cookies, crackersandimportedFrench
petit fours.

Ofcourse, Ipaida littlemoreattention
tothedine-inmenu,whichrevolves
primarilyaroundcrepesandbaguette
sandwiches.Savorycrepesaremade
withavarietyoffillings, fromabasic
blendof importedGruyereandSwiss
cheeses toall-naturalhamorturkey.
Therearealsodailyspecials, andthat
day’sentrycaughtmyeye—roasted
chickenandcheesewith tomatoand
spinach.Otherdailyspecials include
smokedsalmonwithcreamcheese,
redonionsandcapersaswellas turkey
withavocado.Allcrepesarehandmade
onthespot,usingbatter importedfrom
France.

Forgrins, Iorderedahambaguette
togo.Youcanalsoget turkeyorveggie
fillings, andthatday’s special featured
Briewithappleslices.Baguettesare
madeeachmorningwithprovolone
cheese,mayo, romaine lettuceand
tomatoonafreshlybakedroll.Youcan
alsogetcroissantsfilledwithhomemade
tunaorchickensalad.

Afterplacingmyorder, I tookaseat
atoneofonly four two-seat tables in
themainroom.Additional seating is
foundonthesidewalkpatio, although
theweather ismakingal frescodining
lesshospitable thesedays.Myorderwas
upwithin justa fewminutes, thecrepe
servedsteaminghotonmyplate, the

chilledbaguettealready inaplastic to-go
container.

I reallyenjoyedthecrepe,which
measuredabout 18 inchesacrossprior
to folding. Itwas loaded,andeach
ingredientwasnoteworthy—fromthe
seasonedchickentothemeltedcheese
to the freshtomatoandspinach.Myfew
nibblesof thebaguettewerenotquite
asremarkable, althoughtheroll itself is
authenticallycrunchyontheoutsideand
softonthe inside.

AlthoughIwasalreadyasstuffedasa
crepemyself, Iwentaheadwithmyplan
totryasweetcrepeasadessert.Fillings
include lemonjuiceandsugar, chocolate
sauce,NutellaandGrandMarnier.Fresh
bananas, strawberriesorsoft-serve ice
creamcanbeaddedforanadditional
cost. Iorderedachocolatecrepe,
whichwasdeliveredtomytablewarm
andtoppedwithaswirlof soft-serve.
Icouldn’tfinishthis likewise large
pancakecreation,but I savoredevery
forkful Icouldmanage.

TheFrenchMarket isdefinitelya
uniqueadditiontothedowntownwork
andsocial scenes,andwithnoitem
onthemenuexceeding$6, it’salsoan
economicalalternative.Andwhileyou
maynotconfuseGayStreetwithGay
Pa-ree, thisquainteaterywill stillhave
yousaying“Ooh-la-la!”

NewGay Street spot
c’est magnifique

FRENCH MARKET
■ Food:★★★1⁄2
■Service:★★★★

■Atmosphere:★★★★

■Overall:★★★★

■Address:526S.GaySt.
■Phone:865-540-4372
■Restauranthours:11a.m.-6p.m.Mondays-
Thursdays;11a.m.-8p.m.Fridays;11a.m.-5
p.m.Saturdays
■Seating:Firstcome,firstserved
■Noalcoholservice

DINING
RESTAURANT/LOCATION/PHONE RATING/

REVIEWDATE
THEBOTTOMLINE

ElSazonMexicano,
2650AlcoaHighway,Alcoa
865-681-8100

★★★★
Oct.24

GoodMexicanfoodandgenerousservingsatafair
price.

Papalina’s,
138WestEndAve.,Farragut
865-966-5221

★★★
Oct.17

Thisone-timeGondolierrestaurant isafloatundernew
ownership.

KaiZen,
6535KingstonPike
865-330-2508

★★★ 1⁄2
Oct.10

ThisnewBeardensushibarandJapaneserestaurant is
worthyourbrushinguponthosechopstickskills.

MissOlivia’sTable,
1108W.Broadway,Maryville
865-983-7711

★★★★
Oct.3

Small-townhospitalitymeetssavoryhomemadefareat
thisMaryville lunchspot.

TheOrangery,
5412KingstonPike
865-588-2964

★★★★★
Sept.26

Don’t let itscolorfulnamefoolyou;there’snoUT
memorabiliatobefoundatthisvenerablefine-dining
establishment inBearden.

BrickyardBar-B-Que,
7545BrickyardRoad,Powell
865-938-9222

★★★ 1⁄2
Sept.19

TheNASCARactionatthisBrickyardisallonthebig
screen,butthebarbecueistherealthing.

Gunthor’sGalley,
3001KnoxvilleCenterDrive
865-522-3773

★★★★
Sept.12

Thisnewrestaurant’sseafood,serviceandsweets
makeitworththetriptoKnoxvilleCenter.

BreadofHeaven,
1366N.WrightRoad,Alcoa
865-980-0117

★★★★
Sept.5

Thebarbecueandhome-stylecookingatthisfamily-
runrestaurantaretrulyheaven-sent.

ForarchivesofGrubScoutreviews,gotowww.knoxnews.com/entertainment.


